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As someona who is normally allergic to musicals and not & particularly big Abba
fan, | must admit | wasn't really lnoking forward to seeing Mamma Mia' But it's
enormous fun, When you're in the theatre, the enthusiasm is contagious and it's
hard to imagine anyone coming out in a bad moad. The audience that night were
a mix of toursts, girls on a night aut and couples of &l ages. They were feeling

very generous with their laughter, and by the end, tha thigh-tapping and siNging
glong had turned into dancing in the sisles

"EVERYTHING IS ALWAYS AN EMERGENCY. IT'S

A 24-HOUR JOB BECAUSE THE SHOW IS ON ALL
AROUND THE WORLD. YOU ONLY NEED TO HAVE TWO
FOGGY NIGHTS OR TRAIN STRIKES FOR THAT WEEK
TO BE A DISASTER-THEATRE IS VERY FRAGILE”

"We have a huge Scandinevian zudience” says LCraymer. "They came for the
Friday afternoon to see Mamma Mia! and then go £o a foothall match the naxt
day. The night before England played Sweden, we had 600 members of the
owedish Football Club and Benny in the audience The entire england rugby team
has been twice [before they won!l so it's not a gis-only show by any maans
"We've flattened all the barriers So the US doesn't do irony or know Abba
that well? They do now! In Korea they have subtitles in English but it's actually
performed in Korean We could have perfarmed it in English in Holland and
awaden but it wouldn't have run as long, so we're Lransiating those shows tog
The exciting thing about theatre is that averything is always an emergency
Its 8 cd4-hour job because the show s on all around the world | travel a Iot
and have seen every production But that's the fun part, 60 or 70 per cent of
the producer’s time is spent on marketing. We've spent. £8 milian an marketi g
n the UK alona. You have to sell eight shows & week in each country. You only
need to have two foggy nights or train strikes for that week for it to be
B disaster — Theatre is very fragile”
o where does the super-trouper see hersalf five years from now?
"Il probably be panicking about the party grrangemeants for the

10th anniversary!" jokes Craymer *A move into China would be
amazing end ground-braaking, Korea was incredible - monks adore the show!
Ihey haven't got & big tradition of musical theatre thare but they're hopefully
going to build a dedicated Marmma Mia! theatre to house it

"There will inevitably be 8 movie of the musical and it will be great, but | think
there's g future for tha show for at least the next Five vears And | still see
myseif managing the juggernaut that it's become. It's very dif ficult to let go
af something that has monopolised your life for so long. It's still & ok of |oy

though | love being called up from Korea with a mobile phone held up to the
gudignce so | can hear their reaction”




